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DIALOGUE. 
BETWEEN 
Mr. S MIT H, 
Monſieur R AGOUSE, 


Menheir DORV EIL, and 
Mr. MANOEL TEXIERA, 


Walk toNewington. 


Smith. tlemen, you are well overtaken. 
Rag. Mr. Smith, 1 kiſs your Hand, and re- 
joice to ſee you in the Fields, this pleaſant 


: Evening, which is ſo inviting to a Walk; the 
Enjoyment of your good Company, Sir, will compleat our 
Happineſs. 1 

Smith. Your Complement, Sir; the Happineſs will be upon 


my ſide, in ſo ſelect a Company as you are, where an Improve- 


ment may be made in the Cuſtom and Uſage of ſo many Foreign 
— u „ Provided you are not engaged in private Af - 
Airs. | 
Dor. The Pleaſure of a Walk, Sir, is the chief Ground ww 
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Society at preſent, which will be much more diverting by your 
good Converſation. —＋—— — . 

Smith, In a Walk to Newington, Gentlemen, as the Wind 
now fits, we ſhall have the Benefit of the clear Air; and ſince 
you are ſo free for Converſation, I ſhall aſſume the like Freedom 
of Diſcourſe, and beg the Favour of you, Mr. Ragouſe, to give 
me a little Taſte of the Excellencies of France, how far they ex- 
ceed what you find in England. x Y 
Fag. France is a pleaſant Tract of Ground, in an excellent 
Air, much larger than England, affording delicate Fruit of all 
kinds, from the benign Temperature of the Climate; extenſive 
Vineyards, which produce large Quantities of Wine of an ex- 
traordinary Quality; incomparable. Wheat, which makes the 
| beſt Bread in the World; many Places in France hugely divert- 
ing by their Natural Excellencies, yet much more improv'd by 
Art; at Verſailles the fineſt Water-Works that ever Eyes be- 
held: And to ſet forth the Rarities of France to the Life, is a 

Task too difficult for my Capacity. Ln | 

Smith. Truly, Sir, as far as I can judge, yon need no fuch A- 
pology ; and I acquieſce in the Goodneſs of your Air, the 
- Pleaſantneſs of your Fruit, the Largeneſs of your Vineyards, and 
Goodneſs of your Bread; and believe your Water- Works to be 
very diverting : But pray, Sir, what are your chief ManvfaQures 
of the Produc of France, by which you employ your People, and 
carry. on your Foreign Trade? From hence grows the Riches 
and Strengthof a Kingdom. 8 | : 

Rag. We have excellent Flax, and Hemp, which affords a great 
Variety of Lianen of an unparallel'd Quality, which are tran- 
ported to all Foreign Parts; abundance of Woollen and Silk 
_ Manvfactures, Paper, Gloves, Hats, and a multitude of valuable 
Manufactures, which would be tedious to enumerate. 

Smith. I pray, Sir, let us digeſt your firſt Article of Linnens, 
which you ſay are tranſported to Foreign Parts; I want very 
much to be informed, Whether the Flax and Hemp of France is 
better in its Quality, than the Flax and Hemp of Germany, Flan- 
ders, and Holland. tl. | | 
Rag. I think, Sir, you need not go far for your Information 
in that Matter: You know that French Linnens were preferr'd in 
England before all others, which muſt be from their true 
Merit. >" þ | Smith. 
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Smith. I domt take that to be a clear Proof of the Matter, Sir, 
we had many French Commodities in our two laſt Reigns, in E- 
ſteem in England beyond their true Value, and preferr'd before 
Goods of a better merit of the ſame kind: But to give all due 
Honour to France in this Matter, I have been informed by credi- 
ble Perſons, that extraordinary Care is taken by the Government 
of France, to improve their Manufactures to the very height; 
which I muſt owa is very commendable, and the true Method to 
advance Trade, and of very great Importante in the Linnen 
ManafaAures, The changing of Seed, is an Improvement (they 
ſay) to the Flax; exact Care in Dreſſing, due Time in Whiten- 
ing, skilful Spinning, and good Weaving; all which being dex- 
troufly performed, might prevail very much upon thoſe” that 
were leſs careful or negligent in their ManufaQuures. I pray, Mr. 
Dorveil, what is your Opinion in this Matter? I have ſeen finer 
Linnens from Holland, than I ever ſaw from France. 

Dor. Troly, Sir, I believe the Flax and Hemp of Germany, is 
capable to be improved equal to that of France; and true Ma- 
nagement in Whitening, Spinning, and Weavinę, is very mate- 
rial in the Manufacture of Linnens; in curious fine Flaxen Lin- 
nens, no part of the World doth equal the Netherlands. | 

Rap. The extraordinary Care of France in this particular, Gen- 
tlemen, is no Proof of the Neglect of Germany; nor is it reaſo- 
nable to believe, that any Country ſhould be ſo much wanting to 
its own Intereſt, as not to improve their Manufactures as far as 
the Nature of the Materials will bear. 

Smith. Where a Government is unmindful of their Manufa- 
ctures, and doth neither incourage Ingenuity, nor diſcourage de- 
ceitful Making, private [ntereſt doth too often prevail, to the de- 
baſing of their Commodities; as is notoriouſly our Caſe at pre- 
ſent in England. And 1 can teſtifie this of my own Knowledge, 
Mr. Ragouſe , that conſiderable Improvements '( theſe late 
Years) has been made in the Germany Linnens, many Dowlaſſes 
lately come over, of an equal goodneſs to the beſt in France. 
Now it can't be ſuppoſed, that you can ſell any of your French 
Linnens in Germany, Flanders, or Holland; and if you muſt keep 
pace in England and Spain, with the cheap Workmanſhip of Ger- 
many, this Commodity will never advance France to any high 
degree, And I muſt obſerye one thing to you, which is very 
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material in this matter, that before the late Wars, your French 
Linnens did not pay ſo high Cuſtom in Exgland, by One Penny in 
an Ell, as the Germany and Handers; which was Incou t 
enough to advance yours, and ſink theirs. Lou tell us of many 
Woollen and Silk Manufactures in France: Pray, Sir, are thoſe 
carried on with the Growth of Fance 

Ras. We have a. conſiderable Quantity of our own. Wooll ; 
and we buy in Poland, and Spain, as you do in England, 

. Smith, The Wooll of France, (as I have been told) is not con- 
ſiderable in Quantity, and makes but an indifferent Commodity 
without a mixture of Engliſh. 

- Rag. Our French Wool is not ſo fine as ſome of your Engliſh, 
nor our Quantity ſo great, but very ſerviceable when wrote into 
Manafactur es. | W | 
_ Smith, Are your Silk-ManufaQtures, which you mention, Sir, 
carried on with the Growth of France. 

Rag. We bring home moſt of onr Silk by way of Merchandize, 
from /taly, Turky, and other parts, but exceed all the World 
in our Fabricks of Silk; no ſuch Alamodes as are made in 
Fr ance. | | 

Smith. This, Sir, confirms what we hinted at before, that the 

late increaſe of Trade and Navigation in France, was chiefly ow- 
ing to their Improvement of all forts of Manufactures, and Neg- 
les of their Neighbours, ia not ſecuring their Native Materials 
of Wooll, &c. to themſelves, and ſuffering their Manufactures 
to be debaſed. I believe Mr. Ragouſe, you don't think that any 
of your French Arts. are peculiar to your ſelves, and not attaina- 
ble by Induſtry in ot her parts. | 
Nag. There are Natural Excellencies, doubtleſs, in ſome Parts 
of the World, more than others; and l am of your Opinion, 
That the Induſtry of one Country may much exceed another; 
and you are rightly informed of the Care of the French Goyern- 
ment in this particular; no. Ingenuity of any kind, but was re- 
warded by the French King; which was the ready way to bring 
Fabricks to their Perfection, and thereby render them acceptable 
in Foreign Parts. B 15 1 
.- Smith. Had not the French King built, in this particular, with- 
out a Foundations, bis Attainments in all likelihoed had been as 
extenſive as his Ambition, had he been Maſter of our Wel 
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Wooll, it would have brought home the Italian and Turi 
Sitks. In the Reign of King Charles II. an Account was taken of 
Thirty two thouſand Packs of Engliſh Wooll, that was imported 
into three Ports in France in one Lear; and the late Check to 
this Practice, hath drained France of a Million of People, which 
were employed with our Wooll and Silk, the Effect thereof. 
Rag. The Perſecution in Fance has drove a multitude of Peo- 
ple into England, and other Parts. | 
”w 3K Smith. Whether the want of Employment, or Perſecution, was 
ly ⁰ the chief Motive that brought them into England, it ſhall no way 
leſlen their Welcome to me; nor ſhall I deſerve a Cenſure, if my 
XZ Reaſon from fair Grounds, induce me to believe the former: It 
ſeems a little improbable, that the French Government ſhould 
part with ſuch a Revenue, which would ariſe out of the Labour 


, of ſuch a vaſt Number of People, whilſt they were well employ d. 

And amongſt the whole that are come over, I don't find any that 
„ fall into the laborions Employment of Husbandry ; which muſt 
d be the conſequence, if any ſuch came over: And the Religion of 
na moſt of the Labourers in Hnsbandry, and the Labourers in the 

Woollen and Silk Manafactures, muſt be the ſame. And it's a 
e little remarkable, that this kind of Perſecution hath ſo many 
times hapned at that very Juncture of Time, when England put 
a4 a ſtop to the Exportation of their Wooll. When Edward the 
S Third put a ſtopto the Exportation of our Wooll, a multitude 
S = of Families preſently came into England. As likewiſe in the 
Reign of Edward the Fourth. When Queen Elizabeth became 


Guardian of our Golden Fleece, and humbled the proud Spani- 
ard, abundance of Walloons came into England, through the Per- 
ſecution of Duke Ava. And I have been lately told, at ſtrange 
Accounts have been given in Foreign Parts, of our Perſecution 
in England. I doubt I have creſpalſed too far upon Mr. Ragouſe s 
Patience in all theſe Inquiries, and reſolve now to apply my ſelf 
to Mr. Dorvil, for my Information in the Rarities of Holland, 
the prodigious increaſe of which theſe late Years, is become the 
Wonder of the World, 
Dor. The States of Holland, Sir, admits all People, (without 
enquiry of what Nation) to Merchandize, and enjoy their Reli-- 
gion, from which grows their Greatneſs : And our Navigation 
is truly wonderful. But to ſatisfie your Curioſity, in our nume- 
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rous Fabricks, which I perceive is your chiefeſt Aim, I muſt own 
my inability. At Leyden.we have conſiderable Woollen Manu- 
factures carried on, in great exactneſs of making, and paſſing 
through many publick Searches, by Order of the Government. 
At Harlem many Silk and Linnea Manufactures, and peculiar 
Commodities at particular Towns. At Delf a great variety of 


EFarthen Ware; and our Commodities kept to ſo exact a Stand- 


ard, in Making and Packing, that they paſs current in Foreign 
Parts; a wonderful Curioſity and Exactneſs in our Towns; and 
indeed the Center of Commerce. | 

Smith. Holland, Sir, I have often thought, muſt be hugely in- 
duſtrious to make this Advance, when the Materials oſ your chief 
Manufactures, are the Product of other Countries, as likewiſe 
the greateſt part of your Proviſions. And it was owned, in a 
Proclamation dated at the Hague, 19th of July, 1624, That the 
great Fiſhing, and Catching of Herrings, is the chiefeſt Trade, 
and principal Gold Mine of the United Provinces. 

Dor. The more Induſtrious, Sir, the more worthy of Praiſe ; 
and Money commands all the Commodities of the World. In the 
eaſie Navigation of Holland, the Freight of Goods is very in- 
conſiderable, and we have other Revenues beſides Herring- 
Fiſhing. | | 85 

Smith, Money, Sir, has a commanding Faculty. We only ex- 
cept our Wooll, to be ſubject to the Demands of an Officer, as 


oft as a Man treats his Friend with a Diſh of Coffee, as in Hol- 


land, is an irreconcilable Inconveniency to me: And I am ſatisfied 
Stock-Fiſh, and Dried Herrings, is an indifferent ſort of Food to 
your poor People, from the Parion in Holland, who to animate 


his Auditory, compar'd the Joys of Heaven to Mutton and Tur- 


nips. And it's evident, Mr. Dorvil, as you ſay, that you have 
other Revenues in Holland, beſides Herring-Fiſhing, from your 
Merchants Sons, that are got into their Lac'd Hats, and Scarlet 


Stockings: You ſeem indeed to. ſtand in need of ſom? Enlarge- 


ment, when you are grown above Merchandize. | 
Dor. You leſſen our Enjoyments in France and Holland, Mr. 


Smith; I pray Sir, entertain us a littie with your Engliſh Rarities: 
You may find Twenty Beggars in England, for One in Hol- 
Z 


Smith. 
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smith. Holland, Sir, does bear an excellent Character for their 
Induſtry, in finding ſutable Employment for all People that have 
any Strength to labour: But poſſibly, in a nice Enquiry into this 
Matter, it may appear, that this Odds in the Beggars of Eng- 
land and Holland, may be in great meaſure owing to our own 
Negligence. I think I am able to procure a Printed Ticker that 
was few Years ſince given out in Holland, that gave Notice of 
One tbouſand Packs of Engliſh Wooll, that was there to be ſold. 
But as you have been extreamly obliging, Geatlemen, in your 
kind Relation of France and Holland, I will return your Civility 


> with all poſſible Reſpect in the like kind, to the beſt of my Judg- 


ment ; and will begin firſt, (that Right may take place) to re- 
preſent to you the Noble Conſtitution of our Government: We 
are in Enpland a Free People, neither ſubject to the Will of the 
Prince, as in Fance, nor totally under the Exciſes of Holland; 
every individual Subject's Right is ſecured to him by a Law ; the 
Prince can no more injure the Subject, than the Subject the Prince; 
but all Matters of Right to be decided by Twelve Men, indiffe- 
rently choſen; no Taxes to be paid, but what are given by our 
Repreſentatives in Parliament; which Liberty is a jewel of in- 
eſtimable Value. Nor are we leſs happy in our abounding Plen- 
ty of Proviſions, as Oxen, Sheep, Corn, Butter, Cheeſe, &c. 
Four thouſand Oxen kill'd one Week with the other, in and a- 
bout the City of London, and innumerable Sheep. We have no 
ſuch Cuſtom in England, to beat a Drum at the Slaughter of a 
fat Ox, or to wager upon its Weight. We likewiſe abound with 
excellent Fuel for all Occaſions, particularly Coles, wherewith 
we ſerve Germany and Holland, as well as our ſelves. An incom- 
parable Race of Horſes, both for Service and War ; and our Ma- 
nufactures of the Product of England, for Quantity: and Quality, 
are not to be equalPd : No Landskip ſo pleaſant to behold, as 
our numerous Flocks of Sheep, feeding upon our Carpet-Downs, 
in our Counties of Hampſhire, Wilts, Dorſet, and Somerſet; and no 
——f Variety of intermingled Colours, than in our Leadenball- 
arket. . Bar 

. Our Golden Fleece brancheth its ſelf into various Species of 
Manufactures, going through ſeveral Occupations, from the 
thickeſt Drab, to the-thinneft Crape, agreeable to hot and cold 
Climates, difficult to determine wherein they exceed, either in 
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Beauty or Merit, and through all Degrees of its Mannfactare, 


ariſe a plentiful Employment: And the Engin Merchaut, with 
his Warehouſe abroad, well furniſhed with our Woollen Manu- 
factures, was in no ſmall Eſteem abroad, whilſt ſupported by. 
our Government at home. We are likewiſe bleſt with peculiar 
Commuditics for its improvement, as Fullers-Earth, Copperas, 
Allom, Wes £5 WOES ' ne! | 
Next to this reckon we our Tin and Lead Commodities, of 
excellent uſe and peculiar to England; and from hence would a- 
rife a plentiful Employment, were we not wanting to aur ſelves ; 
a Ritchin well adorned with Ranges of our fineſt Pewter, is to 
me much better, than a Parlour with Chira-Ware. © 
A third Commodity af great plenty, and no leſs value, is out 


Leather, (no Wooden Shoes in Ezgland) which being brought to 


its full perfection, and made into Shoes, would give Employment 
to a vaſt Number of People, and no Commodity would be more 


and Leather, fecured to our ſelves, we ſhonld be foon able to 
compare with Holland for Beggars. It was Felony in the Reign 
of Qneen 1 — — 1 —_— — almoſt 
Twen | id upon Tin exported ; and | will lay down 
this ——— which I will defend, That the more Wool), Tin, 
and Leather, is exported, the leſs Price each of the faid Commo- 
dities will give in England. The K entiſn Men thought, that their 
Eands wonld al by che ſtop of the Exportation of Wook-; the 
Wooll they then fold for Sixpence per Ponnd, they now ſell at 
Ninepence. And Tin, in former Days, was at double the Price, 
when the high Duty was paid upon its Expartation. 

Nor is the advantageous Situation of FN for Defence, un- 
worthy of your Conſideration, Gefnlemen ; bounded by the Sea; 
avaſt number of Sea-Horts and Harbours, which are of difficalt 
Acceſs co our Enemies, but of eaſie Outlet to the Inhabitants :; 
Our Eagliſʒ Oak for Men of War, nat to be equall d: All things 
within oor felves needful for Food and Ranment, War and 


Peace; and after a plentiful uſe to our ſelves, we export of our 


own Nate Commodities, Communibus anni, to the value of a- 
bo treo Mien of Pounds Sterling: © int 

We Xexced any part of the World in the Adoantages of Edu - 
cation, many endow'd Free Schools, too famous Univer 


—— ena — — — — La 


abroad: And was the Manufacture of our Wooll, Tin, 
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„ 
And our Engliſþ Women are the Glory of the Creation. —Bit 


1 tore te Mr. Aanoe! Texiera ſays nothing to theſe Matters. I pray, 


Sir, what part of the World is it, that the Jews inhabit in their 
own Right. | : 
Aan. Gentlemen, you have been ſo zealons in ſetting forth, 
and defending the Excellencies of your own Countries, that there 
was no room for me to put ina Word; and I muſt own my ſelf 
much obliged for the benefit of your good Converſation. And 
in Anſwer to your Queſtion, Mr. Smith, which I take as you in- 
tended it, 1 ſhall only refer you to the Stock of your Old and 
New Eafl-India Companies, the Bank of England, and to your 
Tallies ſecut'd by Act of Parliament, upon all Branches of your 
Revenue. I ſuppoſe, Sir, you expect that I ſhould give my Judg- 
ment in the applauded Excellencies of each Country: I muſt own 
my ſelf of your Opinion, in your Engliſh Women, that they ex- 
ceed any that I have ſeen ; but think it not worth your while to 
contend, or value your ſelf too much upon your Engliſh Rarities, 
when a few Days Sail will put a Man into the poſſeſſion of any 
of them, be he born in /taly, Spain, Germany, France, or Hol- 
land. | | 

Smith. I believe, that Two Thirds of the Stocks you mention, 
belong to Foreigners; and that which makes the Caſe ſo much the 
harder, the Major part belongs to thoſe that live abroad: And 
to you and 1, Mr. Manoel Texiera, that knew the Courſe of Ex- 
change, during the time that our Army was in Handers, which 
was Twenty-ſeven per Cent advantage, in Remittance of Money 
into England, and the Price that Tallies were fold at here, the 
matter is not ſo ſtrange; the greateſt Hardſhip in this matter, I 
take to be upon the Broad Weaver, who is a very uſeful Perſon 
in promoting the Welfare of this Kingdom, and doth pay to this 
Intereſt, Eight Shillings per Annum, if his Family conſiſt of fix 
Perſons, in the high Duty upon Linnens, and the Exciſe upon 
Salt, which he can't avoid. And I not only agree, that a few 
Days Sail will put the Foreign Merchant upon equal Foot with the 
Engliſh, as our Affairs now ſtand ; but grant farther, that the 
advantage theſe late Years has been on the Foreigners ſide, the 
Engliſh Houſekeeper having paid the Taxes, (which has been very 
heavy) whilft the Foreigner, the Lodger, which hath had the 
Trade, has gone Scot-free. Had St. Petey lived in our Days, — 
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muſt have given a quite different Anſwer to out Saviour's Que- 
ſtion, when he ask d him, Of whom do King's take Cuſtom, or Tri- 
bute, of their own Children, or Strangers? And in vain had St. Pal 
boaſted of being a Free-born Roman, or the chief Captain that 
purchas'd his Freedom with a great Sum. I preſume, Gentlemen, 
that you don't think that you are in the poſſeſſion of a Fee- ſimple; 
it was our great. Misfortune in the two laſt Reigns, to have our 
Mounds pull'd down, and not much to be doubted, but that this 
Engliſh Liberty, which we ſo much value our ſelves upon, was 
kerein ſtruck at; through the Interpolition of our mighty King 
IVilliam, we have ſtemmd the Tide againſt that Deſign, and are 
now in Peace again: And if we make no Improvement by our 
vaſt Expence, in the Advancement of our Trade, and Recruit of 
our Riches, but in avoiding Rome, ſhould ſplit upon Geneva, we 
deſerve to loſe the Name of Engliſb men. But altho' you jump in 
my Opinion, Sir, of our Engliſhß Women, there is no way for a 
Jew to marry an Engliſh Woman: 1am ready to wiſh the ſame of 
the French, Germans, and Dutch, fearing by the mixture of our 
Breed, we ſhould loſe that Beauty which we now agree in; and 
if an Engliſh Merchant marry with a Dutch Woman, he is Diſ. 
franchiſed by the Charter of the Merchant Adventurers. | 
Man. Marry, Sir, can't a Maa taſt the Fruit, without being 
tied ro the Tre. * * 
Smith, I think, Sir, the Jews are addicted to that Practice from 
the extraordinary Puniſhment, that is in flicted upon them at Ham- 
bur gh, if they are found guilty of any ſuch Fact; and your Treat - 
ment in England is hugely different from what you find at Breame, 
and Limſick. We talk here of the Bed of Honour, as I am told. 
they will not ſuffer a Jew to lodge all Night in either of thoſe 
Towns ; and you are often call'd upon for a good Sum of Money 
at Hamburgh. 8 | _ 
Man. There are no wiſe People that will refuſe thoſe that bring 
Money and Trade; from hence grew the Greatneſs of Holland. 
Some Years ſince the French King made an Offer of Protection, at 
Marſeilles, to the Jews planted at Leghorn ; and the Sweetneſs of 
rhe Situation of that Place, made them reſolve to tranſplant them- 
ſelves: Which the Great Duke of Taſcany diſcovering, he applied 
his utmoſt Endeavours to prevent; and made an Order, That no 


Perſon ſhould buy any Houſe belonging to a Jew,  _ 
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Smith. There is a vaſt difference, vir, between the Merchan- 
dize of England, and the Merchandize of Holland and Leghorn, the 
former is carried on with valuable Manufactures, made of the 
Produce of the Lands of England, and not to be equall'd by any 
other part of the World; the other by buying Commodities in 
one Country, and ſelling of them in another. And as we arc 
bleſt with thoſe excellent Manufactures, we have likewiſe a Semi- 
nary of young Merchants, growing out of the younger Sons ot 
our Engliſh Nobility and Gentry, who receive good Beginnings 
from their Friends, ariſing from the plentiful Incomes of their E- 


ſtates, and the Wiſdom of our Anceſtors, from Henry the Fourth, 


till the beginning of King Charles the Second, ſucceſſively, did ſe- 
cure the Merchandize of our Woollen Manufactures to our own 
Subjects, by ſeveral Incorporations, and by a ſtrit lnjuation of 
the Payment of Aliens Duties, by Foreign Merchants, upon the 
Importation and Exportation of their Merchandize; during which 
time our Engliſh FaQtories flour iſn'd at Hamburgh, Antwerp, Bruges, 
Dort, and Dantzick. By this late Freedom of Trade, given to 
Merchant Aliens, the aforeſaid Factories are totally ſunk: And in 
lieu thereof, we have in England French Factors, German, Dutch, 
Jews, as you your ſelves, Gentlemen, are living Teſtimonies of : 
Which I take to be a manifeſt Violation of the Engliſh Merchant's 
Right, and a great Diminution of the Riches of this King- 
dom. | | 
Rag. It was upon prudent Grounds, doubtleſs, Mr. Smith, that. 
theſe Alterations were made by your Government; and if what. 
was loſt to the Engliſh Merchant in this particular, (upon which. 
you ground your Complaint) was in a greater meaſure gain d to. 
thePublick, ia ealarging the Conſumption of your Woollen Ma- 
nufactures in Foreign Parts, which is evideat, you ought to be go- 
vern'd in this matter, and be content to carry on your Trade for 
leſs Profit than in former times, and be more induſt rious: It 
ſeems very prepoſterous to me, that Merchants ſhould- be refuſed. 
Commodities in England, that has Money to buy: 1 am ſure there 
is no ſuch Cuſtom in France, or other Countries; and whilſt Fo- 
reign Merchants are permitted to Trade in England, there. is no 
Reſtraint laid upon the Engliſh. 


Der. 


1) 
"Por. The World is now grown wifer than to ſuffer a Mono- 
poly of a few Hamburgb Merchants, to govern fo great a Trade 
to their own Advantage, and the teflion of Thovfands, and 
to cramp Men in Trade by Oaths : The good Effect of this Al- 
teration, Sir, doth ſufficiently juſtifie the Prudence of your Go- 
vernment: Is not Wooll advanc'd a Third part? And if you have 
the Benefit of this good Price for your Wooll, and the Work- 
manſhip, where is the Ground of your Complaint? You muſt 
live, and let live. cath 
Man. If I buy your Commodities in England, Mr. Smith, and 
'tranſport them into Foreign Parts, and thereby gain a Profit, 
_—_ 1 expend this Money in England? And is not this your 
3 
Smith. 1 perceive, Gentlemen, as you are united in yonr Con- 
verſation, (tho? of different Countries) which is a little remarka- 
ble, that you are equally concern'd in defending your Merchan- 
dize; and your firſt Argument muſt be granted, that you have a 
Right by the Favour of our Government. To which | anſwer : 
That there is a Poſſibility in Matters of Trade, for Councels to 
be deceived ; as has been often ſeen, where Laws have been made, 
and ſuddenly repeal'd ; and a People may be deprived of their 
Priviledges, and deſignedly made poor, where a Prince has a © 
mind to become abſolute, and rule by an Army; wliich we had © 
too much Reaſon to ſuſpect in our two laſt Reigns: And the ne- 
- .cefſiry of Affairs may require the doing of that at ſome Junctures 
of Time, which may be evidently oppreſſive to our own Subjects 
to preferve the Common Good; which I take to be the chi 
Grontid of Jour Favour in this particular. The French Power 
was lately ſb great, that all Aſſiſtance ſeem'd little enough, to 
de draws in upon the beſt Terms we could make, to preſerve 
Our Religion and Liberty, by indulging Foreigners in Trade, by 
tting the Reins looſe to Exceſs in Wine, Indian and Italian 
minoditics, &c. to raiſe high Cuſtoms, to create Funds, to 
borrow Money, extrzordinary Incorporations of Trade, unu- 
ſaal Exciſes, Cc. And the Core of an Evil on one Hand, by 
ſath Ways and Means, doth always lead into a like neceſſity by 
degrees upon the other hand; and tis impoſſible to foreſee the 
Inconveniences that may attend the Publick in ſuch unuſual Con- 
reds, as tis evident by our new fort of Merchagdizes ; and the 
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payment of Debts, out of theſe Acceſſes of Wine, and Foreign 
Commodity, doth plunge the Nation into greater Misfortunes, 
and the beneſit is only to thoſe hot Countries that breed the 
Commodity. In which caſe likewiſe the Government is equally 
concern'd to preſerve the Common Good, and commanded of 
two Evils to chooſe the leaſt : By Righteouſneſs a Nation is exalt- 
e, and be that oprreſſeth the Poor, reproacheth bis Maker. And 
here, Gentlemen, 1 ask your Patience, in a brief Recital of the 
Title of the Merchant-Adventurers of Ezgland, in whoſe Right 
you now ſtand. And fore Occurrences of Trade that hapned 
in former times. 

Henry the Third being engaged in Wars abroad, and at a 
Strait, was aſſiſted with Money by the Hanſe- Towns in Flanders ; 
but the Trade was then thrown into the Bargain, with a parcel 
of Ground called the Still yard, to eſtabliſh their Factory in Eng- 
land in full power to buy our Wooll, Woolfales, Leather, Tin, 
and to tranſport them into their own Country to be manufa- 
Qured. Edward the Third, notwithſtanding this Grant in the 
Twenty- ſeventh Year of his Reign, put a full ſtop to the Expor- 
tation of our Wooll, and thereby brought over a vaſt Number 
of their Manufacturers into England. Which doubtlefs occaſioned 
great Strugglings in Trade, (in thoſe Parts which enjoy'd the Be- 
nefit of the Manufacture of our Wooll) and Difcouragement of 
our Woollen Manufactures; notwithſtanding which, I find this 
Account, which was made up the Twenty-eighth Year of Fd- 
ward the Third, which is ſaid to be found upon Record in the 
Exchequer ; where the Out-carried Commodities, in Value and 
Cuftom, amounted to Two hundred ninety four thouſand one 
hundred eighty four Pounds, ſeventeen Shillings and 2 4. and the In- 
brought Commodities, in Value and Cuſtom, but to Thirty eight 
thouſand nine hundred and ſeventy Pounds, three Shilkags and Gd. 
ſo that the Nation ãncreas d in Riches that Tear, TWw- hundred fifty 
five thouſands two hundred and fourteen Pounds, thirteen Shik- 
lings and eight Pence, which was a.vaſt Sum, according to the 
Weight of the Coin of thoſe Times. In the Thirty- eighth Tear 
of this Reign, all Ranks of People were appointed their diſtinct 
Habits, to the great Encouragement of our Woollen Manufactures; 
and a conſiderable Advance was made in this Reign, in Glory 
and Riches. Richard. the Second, his Grand -ſon, who W 
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ed him, through his Wars with France, and Extravagances at 
home, ſoon grew neceſlitous ; and in Conſideration of a Sum of 
Money advanc'd by there Merchant Aliens, he made London a 
Free Port; which drained the Treaſure of this Kingdom to that 
low Ebb, that he was deny d a Lone of One thouſand Pounds, 
and reſigned the Government. And being inclin'd to Wars a- 
broad, the Parliament at that time gave him a Subſidy, upon this 
Condition, That the Money ſhould be wholly employ'd in keep- 
ing the Sea, Anno Sept. Rich. 2. cap. 3. Henry the Fourth, who 
| ſucceeded him, perceiving this Evil, made a Law, That Mer- 
chant Aliens ſhould be uſed no otherwiſe in England, than En- 
gliſh Merchants were in Foreign Parts, and eſtabliſhed the Trade 
to Flanders, Brabant, and Holland, in Engliſh Merchants Hands by 
Charter; which was confirmed in the ſucceeding Reigns of Henry 
the Fifth, and Henry the Sixth: But no conſiderable Advance 
was made until the Reign of Edward the Fourth, who put an 
effectual ſtop to the Exportation of our Wool], confirmed the 
Charter of the Merchant- Adventurers, and called in Queſtion the 
Charter of the Merchants of the Still-yard, and forc'd them up- 
on the Payment of a conſiderable Sum of Money, as likewiſe to 
pay Aliens Duties, and ſtrictly forbad them to cover any Fo- 
reigners Goods: He ſuffered none to buy Wooll, but the Manu- 
facturers, recovered the Reputation of our Woollen Manufa- 
ctures abroad, by exact making, and enjoyn'd the Wear of them 
at home. And the Duke of Burgundy putting a ſtop to our 
Woollen Manufactures in Flanders at this time, he ſtopt all Mer- 
chandiſe of thoſe Parts from coming into Enpland ; which forc'd 
him to take off the Prohibition of our Cloth in Flanders. Richard 
the Third confirm'd the Charter of the Engliſh Merchants. And 
Henry the Seventh who ſucceeded him, gave them the Title of 
Merchant Aduenturers, and carried on Trade upon the Founda- 
tions laid by Edward the Fourth, during bis Reign; which in- 
creas'd the Riches of this Kingdom to that degree, that One 
million eight hundred thouſand Pounds was left in the Treaſury 
at his Demngn. £ | EX, 
_ Hepry the Eighth took different Meaſures, and being addicted 
to Pleaſures, ſoon gte neceſſitous; which gave Opportunity to 
the Merchants of the Still- yard, by their Bribes to the Courtiers 
of thoſe times, to become the Favourites in Trade. In the 
b3 Tweaty- 


ian 8 Ts * Fre- mn re n 5 * 2 4:6 = 4 2 —_— . 
war's Ps n — PS RS ng x PY - 
* 8 A = * * 


3 72, 
Twenty -eighth Year of this Reign, they got off Aliens Duties, 
which gave them that Advantage ia Trade, that they ſhipp'd off 
Forty Thouſand Cloths a Year, and our Engliſh Merchants not 
Three Thouſand ; as appears by the Journals of Edward the 
Sixth, who came next to the Crown. The Affairs of England 
at this Time in Point of Religion and Trade were in a very 
tottering Condition, and with great Difficulty recover d by this 
Excellent Prince, who was bleſt with a good Counſel; the Di- 
ſturbances at Home, and Wars in Scotland occaſion'd a great Ex- 
pence, and large Sums of Mony were doubtleſs borrowed of Fo- 
reiga Merchants, in whoſe Hands the Treaſure was, as well as 
the Trade; and it was the Fifth and Sixth Year of this Reign 
before any Relief could be obtained for the Exgliſh Merchant. 
la the beginning of the Year 1552. the Merchant- Adventurers 
put in their Complaint to the Council, againſt the Merchants 
of the Still- Tard, the Merchants of the Still-Tard put in their 
Anſwer upon the Eighteenth Day of January in the ſame Year, 
and upon the Twenty Fifth the Anſwer was deliver'd to ſome 
Learned 'Counſel to look and over-ſee it, upon the Eighteenth 
Day of February the Merchant- Adventurers put in their Replicati- 
on to the Still-Yards Anſwer; and upon the Tweaty Third a 
Decree was made by the Board, that upon Knowlege aud In- 
formation of their Charters, they had found. Firſt, That they 
were no ſufficient Corporation. Secondly, That their Numbers, 
Names, and Nations were unknown. Thirdly, That when they 
had forfeited their Liberties, Kiag Edward the Fourth did re- 
ſtore them on this Condition, that they ſhould Colour no Stran- 
gers Goods, which they had done; for theſe Conſiderations 
Sentence was given, that they had forfeited their Liberties, and 
were to be no more than Strangers : Upon the Tweaty Eighth 
(loſing no Time in this important Affair) there came Ambaſ- 
ſadors from Hamburgb, Luteck, and the Regent of Flanders, to 
ſpeak upon the behalf of the Still- Tard Merchants; and upon the 
Second of March the Anſwer for the Ambaſladors of the Still- 
Tard was committed to the Lord Chancellor, the Two Secreta- 
ries Sir Robert Bowes, and Sir John Baker, judge Mountague, 
Griffith, Sollicitors Goſnald, Goodrich, and Brooks. It remain'd 


under Conſideration, until the Firſt Day of May, and = t 
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former Judgment of the Council in Ofvber the Third fofſowing: 


It is thus expreſt by the Hand-writing of Edward the Sixth, 


caufe 1 had a Pay of 48000 to be paid in December, and had as 
yer but 14000 beyond Sea to pay it with all, the Merchants did 


give me a Loan of 40000 to be paid by them the Laſt of He- 
cember, and to be repaid again by me the Laſt of March; the 
manner of levying the Loan was out of the Cloths, after the rate 
of Twenty Shillings a Cloth, for they carried out this Shipping 
140000 Broad Cloths; this Grant was confirmed the Fourth Da 
of this Month, by a Company Aſſembled of Three Hundred 
Aercbant- Adventurers. I here obſerve to you Gentlemen (to 


prevent an Objection that may ariſe ) that notwithſtanding the 
Trade was got wholly into the Hands of theſe Still-Tard Mer- 
chants, and Money extraordinary ſcarce in England; that as 
ſpon as the Government thought fit to give Incouragement to 
Engliſb Merchants to carry on the Cloth Trade, there was nei- 


ther wanting Merchants, nor Money to carry on the Trade. 
The ParHament at this Time were no leſs ſignal 10 their Acts, 


Secundo & Tertio, Edw. VI. Cap. 22. a ſtrift Penalty was laid 
for Cuſtoming &ther Mens Goods, whereby the King looſeth 


his Duty, Quinto & Sexto, Edw, VI. Cap. 6. a Law was made 


with great Caution for the true making of our Woolen Manu- 
faQures, Cap. 7. To reſtrain all Perſons from buying of Wool], 
that were I the Manpfacturers, Cap. 14. To Prevent Fore- 
ſtalkers and Ingroſſers of Commodities, Cap. 16 ALaw was 
made to prevent Buying and Selling of Offices, Cap. 19. As 


nade that no Perfon by any means ſhall lend, or forbear any 
dum of Money by any manper of Uſory, or Increaſe, to be recei- 
ved, or hoped for above the Sum Lent, upon Pain to forfeit 
the Sum Lent and the Increafe, Impriſonment and Fine at the 
Kings 'Pleaſure, Cap. 25. A Law was made to impower the 
Juftices of Peace to ſuppreſs all Alehouſes. Anno Septimo, Edw. 
VI. 94 The Price of French Wine was limited to Eight 
Pence 4 Gallon at the moſt, and the Taverns in all Towns of 


England limited $0 a certain Number; the Wiſdom of this Par- 
amet wil be regown'l to-Poſterity by 


by the good Effect, which 
CEFLECT © HOY | it 
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Fate paying of Gold at advance Prizes, Cap. 20. A Law was 
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it prodne'd in the Reign of Queen Elicabeth, who continued all 
the Laws, and doubtfefs took Care that they were Executed; 
the Merchant- Adventurers were confirm'd by Queen Elizabeth, 
with the Addition of Germany to their Charter, and ſhe gave 
them the Title of Merchart- Adventurers of England; and was fo 
far from admitting any Merchant Allien, that ſhe would not 
ſuffer any of her own Subject not Free of the Fellowſhip, to 
Trade into any Part of their Charter under Impriſonment. 1 
need not ſpend 107 magnifie theſe Days, King James the Firſt, 
of his Reigu, repeal'd all Laws that laid any 
reſtraint 14˙ Exceſs in Wine or Aparel; and by the Thirty 
Third and Laſt Act of that Seſſion which ſtand Recorded, as if 
it were done at the end of the Seſſion, when the Country Gen- 
tlemen were gone out of Town; a Subſidy was granted him 
for Life, of Thirty Three Shillings Four Pence out of every Sack 
of Wooll Exported, which contain'd Eighteen Score, and for 
every Two Hundred and Forty Woo 55 35 Thirty Three 
Shillings Four Pence, and for every Laſt of Hides and Backs, 
Thirty Three Shillings Four Pence; which laid the Foundation 
of the Misfortunes that hapned in his Sons Days, when the Re- 
venues of the Crown was thus increas'd by the Exportation of 
Wooll ; there was little likelihood of any ſtop to that Practice, 
and the Expottation of one part, under the payment of a Duty, 
was Umbrage to another part without any Doty, this was done 
in Favour of Stotland. And I find in the Reign of Edward the 
Third, that particular Care was taken to prevent any Engliſh 
Wool] going into Srotland, but Holland and other Foreign Parts 
foon came in for a Share; in the Twenty Firſt Year of this 
Reign, I have ſeen an Account of Twenty five Thouſand Cloths 
made in Holland in one Year, and as great a Declenſion in Exg- 
land, ia the Seventh Year of this Reign, Cap. 22. A Subſidy 
was given to the King of Two Shillings and Eight Pence in the 
Pound out of all Goods belonging to the natural Born Subjects of 
Fnpland, and five Shillings Four Pence out of all Goods belonging 
to Aliens; Fbur Shillings in the Pound out of all Lands in the 
Poſſeſſion of the natural Born Subjects of England, and Eight 
Shilfinps in the Pound out of all Lands in England in the Hands 
of Aliens; ho far the Court was diſguſted at that Time by 
Fr 8 this 
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this Act catrt tell, but no Parliament was call'd in Fourteen Years 
after, Felix quem faciunt aliena pericula cautum. I have ſeen la- 
mentable Accounts given of the Trade of England in the Year, 
1622. by one Miſſenden ; the Poor Starve in the Streets for 
want of Labour, the Prodigal excel in Exceſs, unheard of Mon- 
ſtrous Murthers of theſe Times; by one Mr. Mun who wrote 
at the ſame time, great Multitudes of our Poor, Cheat, Roar, 
Rob, Hang, Beg, Cant, Pine, and Periſh, Page 179. Of Eng- 
lands Treaſure by Foreign Trade; and no Alteration being made 


in the Reign of King Charles the Firſt, it ſoon ended in Civil 


Wars: Oliver Cromwell eſtabliſn'd the Merchant- Adventurers in 
their Trade at Dort in Holland, which made way for a plenti- 
ful Imployment to our Labourers in the Woollen Manufactures, 
and much Riches was hereby gain'd to England, in few Years, 
foon after the Reſtauration of King Charles the Second, in the 
Fourteenth Year of his Reign, a grand Committee of Trade was 
held, and Application was made by a certain Number of Eng- 
liſh Merchants, who prevaiPd againſt the Merchant- Adventurers, 
and the Trade to Holland, and Flanders was then thrown open; 
in the Twenty Fifth Year of King Charles the Second, Aliens 
Duties was taken off by the Intereſt of the Earl of Shaftsbury, 
and the French Ambaſſador. | | | 
In the Firſt Year of his preſent Majeſty King William, by a 
Rider in à Bill to prevent the Exportation of Wooll, the Meer- 
chant- Adventurers were wholly thrown open, and this is, your 


Title Gentlemen, but muſt ask your Pardon for my long Diſ- 


_ courſe, from which I only obſerve, the Antiquity. of our Charter, 
and that during ſuch Time that the Management of this Trade 
was in Enpliſh Hands; as in the Reigus of Edward the Fourth, 
Henry the Seventh, Edward the Sixth, and Queen Elizabeth, 
the Affairs of England were molt flouriſhing. 

Rap. You have given a large Account of the Commerce of for- 
mer Times, Mr. Smith; more, I ſuppoſe, to ſhew your Skill in 
Hiſtory, than to apply thoſe Rules in Trade to our Times, 
when Men were only Soldiers, Herdſmen, and. Huatſmen, as Sir 
Jofrab Child well obſerv'd, and knew not Trade. What Ad- 
varices in Trade have we made to the Eaſt and Weſt-Indies, to 
Italy, Turkey, and other. remote Parts, which furniſh us 1 
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vaſt Treaſure? And whatſoever need there may be of Compa- 
nies in thoſe remote Trades, there can be none in ſo ſmall a di- 
ſtance as Holland, Flanders, and Germany, which is not above 
three Days Sail. 

Smith. It is but Thirty-ſeven Years ſince the firſt Breach was 
made upon the Merchant- Adventurers; Twenty-five Years ſince, 
Aliens Duties was taken off, and but Twelve Years ſince the 
Company was wholly thrown open. And that we have a larger 
Importation by the Trades you mention, than in former Times, 
agree; a Nation by a too large Conſumption of Foreign Com- 
modities, may Trade it ſelf into Beggary ; which is ont Caſe; 
according to Mr. Dorveil. Where a few particular Perſons only 
grow rich; but to argue, that there is no need of Mounds in 
Trade, between us and Holland, becauſe it is ſo near to us, 1 
kumbly conceive, is a miſtake, and that from the nearneſs, there 
is the more need of incorporating of Trade ; there are no People 
in the World more ſharp in Trade, than the Dutch and French, 
nor more interfering with our Intereſt, and ſupplanting us in 
Trade; and if they can, by the nearneſs of their Situation, rob 
us of our Wooll, Fullers-Earth, buy our Woollen Manufactures 
white, and hereby furniſh the ſame Markets that we formerly 
ſopply d, we ought to be more careful of our Mounds, than a- 
gainſt thoſe that are more remote; and our Hedges, in a ſhort 
time, will be of little ſignification to us in Turkey, and other re- 
mote Places, if we neglect them nearer home: And good Neigh- 
bourhood is beſt preſerved, by exact keeping of Mounds. 

And here I beg leave to Reply in a few Words to Mr. Dor- 
veil, as to the Monopoly of the Hamburgh-Company, the af- 
frightful Oaths, and preſent Price of Wooll: The Hamburgh- 
Company, in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, conſiſted of Four 
thouſand Merchants, each Member trading with his own Stock ;. 
and the chief Deſign of thoſe Days, as well as at preſent, by this 
Incorporation, was to make the Company as extenſive as poſſible, 
in reſpect to Perſons and Places, only to ſecure the Benefit of the 
Merchandize of our Woollen Manufactures to Engliſh Subjects. 
And the Oath of the Fellowſhip runs thus: 


OU Swear to be good and true to our Sovereign Lord. the Kin A 


and to his Heirs and Succeſſors; and that if you know any © on: 
| "wo 
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that intendi any Hurt, Harm, of Prejudice th His Majeſty, er Hts 
Fo fr you mate ino the ſanie to the Governor, br Deputy 


| And that you ſhall not tolokt-ry Fortigners Goods mt free of the Hl 
 lowſhip. 5 i Ae e id. 


And I can prove by undeniable Evidence, that Wooll ſold at 
Eight Shillings per Todd more, for many Years together, the 
whole Reign of Queen Elizabeth, than it ſells for at preſent. Ge- 
-rard de Maline. in his Maintenance of Free Trade, page 91, tells 
von, That Wooll was in thoſe Days at 33 Shillings per Todd; 
which at the time he wrote, was fallen under 20 Shillings, which 
was in the Year 1623; moch about which Price it's fold for at 
preſent. The chief ground of its Fall at that time, I hinted at 
before: Two Thirds of the exported Commodities of this King- 
dom, and a grearer ſhare of the Product of our Plantations, be- 
ing carried into Germany; Flanders, and Holland, the Subſtance 
of our Debate, Gentlemen, centers in this Queftion , Whether 
the laſt diſpoſal of theſe Goods to Foreign Factors teſiding in 
Exgiand; or to Engliſh Factors who act for Foreign Merchants 
abroad, as in the preſent Courſe of Trade; or by Engliſh Mer- 
«chants, who ſend them to their Factories eſtabliſhed abroad, to 
be ſold in thoſe Parts, as was the Practice of former time, be a 
Conveniency, or Inconveniency, to this Kingdom? 1 will 
briefly lay down the Inconveniences which appear to me, and 
ſobmix to better Judgment, the Hardſhip to the Exgt/h Merchant, 
as he is 4 Natural Born Subject of England, and hath thereby a 
Riglit to the Golden Fleece, as he paid a conſiderable Sum of 
Money to entitle him to his Freedom in this ancient Corpota- 
tion; and Seven Years Service, is not fo conſiderable at home, as 
the diſadvantageeds Terms that he is forc'd to Trade upon a- 
broad, whiMt this Freedom is given to Foreigners: He is con- 
find to ellis Goods in the City of Hamburgb, upon two certain 
Days of the Week, in a Wholeſale manger; the Merchant at 
HMiibu#gh, Who bach his Factor in Erplaud, ſends his Godds to 
all the Frand Marts of the Empire, as Limſick, Frankford, &c. 
and ſell. his Merchandize*t6 afl Strangers that come ro the Towh' 
of fHlambumgb, upon all Days, and in as ſmall Quantities as he ſees 
condement. The Fliſb Merchant at Dastxict, is hot permit- 
bed de to Strangers that come to Ton, but dnſy to the Bur- 


gers, 
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gers, chilſt theſe Burgers have their own Factars in England 3 
which J mention, Gentlemen, as well to excuſe our Defeat, as 
to ſet forth our Hardſhips ; and will proceed to the Inconve- 

| NIENCES : 


I. The Honour of our Exgliſh Nation, ia Foreign Barts, is 
leſſeged by the los of thoſe Factor ies, which were eſtabliſhed by 
Compact by the Kings and Queens of this Realm, upon advanta- 
gious Terms. | 
II. The Government of Trade is hereby taken out af aur 
Hands, which bath a great Influence upon the Price of Goads, 
and Wages of our Poor. The Parliament, in their Petition to 
King James the Firft, (which was the Strain of thoſe Times) up- 
on this Occalion declar'd it for a Maxim, That without Order 
and Government, the great Merchandize of Cloth could not 
poſſibly be managed to the publick and aſſured Benefit of the 
Realm. Mr. 4", in his Treatiſe upon Trade, page 20. tells us, 
That it's Cent per Cent odds, in ſelling our Goods at home, and 
carrying of them in a Merchant-like manner, and felling of them 
abroad. And hereby the Foreigner gain the like advantage up- 
on us in felling Linnens, and other Merchandize, in Eagland, 
which is hereby devolved into his Hand, and in former Tunes 
were bought by our Merchants in their Markets. And to pro- 
mote their advantage in this particular, they ſell moſt of their 
Linnens, and other Merchandize, in England, at Six and Nine 
Months Credit, which hath fill'd our Priſon quite full of Debters : 
And we may rely upon Solomon in this Caſe, That the Borrower is 
Servant to the Lender. A Man in Tarkey brought a Commodity to 
Market, and had ſeveral Chapmen that preſeatly forfook him 
upon his Demand for his Goods, but at laſt was told by one, 
that he ask'd conſiderable above the Value; that he cauld buy 
the ſame Commodity in the ſame Market, and ſell him for good 
Profit as he ask'd for his. To which the Man reply'd, That it 
coſt him thus much, and he could not live for leſs Profit. Upon 
which he was anſwer'd, That his Chapman that fold it, had 
85820 him very conſiderable, To which he anfwered, That he 
had got . cheated him, but had cheated himſelf; for if he could 
not make the Maney, he could not pay him. This Evil was re- 
dreſ diby a Law, Avno Quinto Elix. cap. 6. Whoſoever ſhall ſel, 
ON. - 
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or deliver to any Perſon, (having not in poſſeſſion Lands, or Fees, to 
the clear ycarly Value of 3000 I.) any Foreign Wares, not firſt grown, 
oy firſt wrought within the Queen Dominions, appertaining to the Co- 
thing or Adorning the Body; for which Wares, or the Workmanſhip 
thereof, the Seller ſhall not have receiv'd the whole Money, or Satisfa- 
- Gon in hund, or within © Eight and twenty Days after the mating or 
delivery thereof the Seller, Mater, &c. ſhall be without all Remedy, by 
Order of any Lam, Cuſtom, or Decree, to recover any Recompence for 
ſuch Wares, or the Workmanſhip, whatſoever Aſſurance be ſhall have 
"by Bond, Surety, Promiſe, or Pawn of the Party, or any other, and 
all Aſſur ances and Bonds in that Caſe ſhall be void. And in this 
"Year the Queen's General and Free Pardon was confirm'd by Par- 
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III. Our Engliſh Navigation is hereby leſſened. Between Mi- 
-cbaelmas 1699, and Micbaelmas 1700, there were entred in at 
the Port of London, from Hamburgh, Bremen, Flanders, and Hol- 
land, One hundred eighty two Dutch Ships; the Freight of each 
of theſe Ships, out and home, being computed at 200 1. it amounts 
to Thirty-ſix thouſand Pounds. Before the Seſſion of the Twen- 
ty: fifth of King Charles the Second, that took off Aliens Duties, 
whoſoever ſhipp'd upon Foreign Bottoms, were oblig'd to pay 
Aliens Duties. And when the Trade was carried on in a regular 
manner by Engliſb Merchants, much larger Ships were employ'd, 
which were of Service in a War, if neceſſity required it, and 
One thouſand Sea - men employ d in this Trade, are of more value 
upon a ſudden Invaſion, than Five thouſand employ'd in remote 
Parts, and better acquainted in our Home- Seas, ö 
The Engliſh Merchant being rooted out, the Nation is farther 
weakned in Caſe of a War, the Employment of our Poor at ſuch 
a time, depending wholly upon the Clothier's Stock; when ma- 
ny Inſtances may be brought, of two or three thouſand Cloaths 
in a War, which have been bought and laid up by one Engliſh 
Merchant; and a farther Inconveniency is hereby to the Publick, 
in the weakneſs of the Clothier's Stock; in the Price of our 
Commodities, who is thereby the more liable to be beat down, 
by little Stops and Contrivances in Trade; and whatſoever Co- 
lours go out of Faſhion in the preſent Courſe of Trade, remain 
upon the Clothiers Hand, which hath an Infſuence upon the Price 
of Wooll and Land; and the Management of the Trade is oy 
| of 
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by thrown into the Hands of Factors; a Grievance which was 
thought needful to be redreſt by a Law. | 
V. The Guardianſhip and Care of our Woollen Manufacture 
hereby falling under Foreign Merchants, our Fabricks are very 
much debag'd, to the loſs of our Reputation abroad. 

VI. The Trading-Stock of our Kingdom hath hereby been 
much weakned by bad Debts, which bath been lately made to the 
value of above 200000 J. 

VII. The loſs of theſe Factories abroad, is more conſiderable, 
in reſpe to their Healthfulneſs, as well as leſſening the Places for 
the younger Sons of our Nobility and Gentry; Six hundred 
Pounds is now given with an Apprentice, when theſe Fadories 
were flovriſhing, One hundred Pounds was the uſual Price: And 
a greater Pleaſure, through nearneſs of the Correſpondence, Let- 
ters paſſing twice a Week; and many Foreign Merchants Sons, 
are now bound Apprentices to our beſt Traders in England. 

VIII. The loſs of the Merchandize can't be reckon'd at leſs 
than Ten per Cent, whilſt the Dutch Commiſſion is fallen to One 
per Cent; and the Trade for Holland and Hambargh is drawn into 
very few Hands by Partnerſhip 3 by which means, in a ſhort 
time, they will be able to command Goods upon their own 


Terms. 


IX. Fewer of our Woollen Manufagures are vended in thoſe 
Parts, and at leſs Prices; the Exportation at preſent do not a- 
mount to Forty thouſand Cloths a Year. Sir Walter Rawleigh, 
Mr. Aiſenden, and Gerard de Malline, do all agree in their Wri- 
tings, that Eighty thouſand Cloths, and the Value of Fifty thou- 
ſand in Cottons and Kerſies, were exported by the Hamburgb 
Company, Communibus annis : Nay, the Company's Papers make 
out Ninety thouſand ; and that Cloth which is now ſold at 
Six Shillings per Yard, was then ſold at Eight, which can be 
prov'd by ſeveral Merchants that were Traders at that 
time. 

R. The King is hereby defrauded in his Cuſtoms, in their im- 
ported Linnens, which are colour'd by Naturalized Dutch-men, 
or Engliſh-men, in lieu of their Commiſſion ; and larger Eſtates 
hath been gotten out of England by Linnens, theſe late Years, 
than were ever known in former time: One Merchant in Ham- 

- | burgh, 
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burg h, lately left Four hundred thouſand Pounds Ster ing, as it 
credibly reported; when, through the whole Courſe of his Trade, 
the King may have been defrauded of Fifty thouſand Pounds; 
and the colouring of Foreigners Goods, is a Practice which was 


never allowed by any Government in England; 


. Rag. Do you think, Mr. Smith, that whilſt you are building 
Caſtles and Fortreſſes in Trade, that other Nations will ſtand 
Kill: z you can't but expect, that the ſame Means will be taken 


- Smith. I am very ſenſible, Mr. Ragonſe, of the great Strug- 
glings abroad, at this time, about Trade in Flanders, and other 
Parts; but there is no building of theſe Caſtles and Fortreſſes, 
without proper Materials: Our Woollen Manufactures are not 
to be equall'd for Quality nor Quantity, and cold Countries can't 
do well without them.” ad buy 
Dor. To diſturb a ſettled Courſe of Trade, amicably carried 
on between England and Holland ſo many Years, may be a means 
to introduce greater Inconveniences, (as Matters now ſtand by 
the late Conjuncture of Afﬀairs)than.you can foreſee ;, and I hope, 
Sir William: Cockains Project will caotion againſt ſuch Underta- 
kings; and I muſt be plain with you, Mr. Smith, that your whole 
Difcourlſe/favours-very much of lngratitude. 5 
Smith. Trade, Mr. Dorveil, is the Subject that we are upon, 
in which there can be no ſuch thing as Friendſhip, eſpecially 
whilſt the Beggary is on our fide. You buy our Commodities as 
cheap as you can, and fel} your own as dear; and the propeteſt 
Method to diſpoſe ours to the beſt advantage, may be like wiſe al- 
 low?d, The Merchant- Adventurers of England, by Treaties be- 
tween the Kings of this Realm, and the States General, are ex- 
emprt from all Cuſtoms eſtabliſhed by their Books of Rates, as to 
Cloths, Bays, and Serges, to which all other are liable; and all 
Goods belonging to the ſaid Company, paſs through thoſe Coun- 
tries free, by Land of Water, free from all Tolls and Impoſitions 
whatever due to any City, Town, or Royalty of any Lord; 
and their Factoty are exempt from paying any publick Exeiſes, 
Faxes for Watch and Ward, Quarter of Soldiers, the Poll-Tax, 
the Hundred or Thooſand Penny, commonly impos'd vpon their 
WP | | own. 
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much to be relied upon, as eyer 25 juſt occaſion. Page 27. he 
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Land as productive of Madders, Flax, Hemp, &c. if neceſlity 
required it? Can't we compleat our Woollen Manufactures, and 
ſerve Germany, Hangers, Dantzick, Italy, Spain, Turkey, and the 
Eaſt-Indies, as well as let them be ManufaQured in Holland, and 
then ſold in thoſe Parts? Can't we likewiſe ſerve Germany, and 
the Eaſt Country, with Pewter, as well as ſuffer our Tin and 
Lead to be Manufactured in Holland, and then fold there? Are 
we under any neceſſity. of your Pan-Tiles, or Cracktails of Delph, 
or the Landskip of a Dutch Cow? To have our Ears dudged for 
ten. Years together. Gentlemen, the Auctions begun, or our 
Engliſh Houſewifery arraigned, Will you buy a Dutch Loaf ? 
The ConjunQure of Affairs which you hint at, l take to be the Suc- 
ceſſion of Spain, the common Theſis of Chriſtendom ; in which 
Trade being made vſe of as a.ftrong Motive to a War, 1 will 
briefly give you my Thoughts, and how they are grounded: And 
you are advisd, Mr. Dorveil, by a good Friend to Holland, who 
has wrote largely upon the Duke of Aujous Succeſſion; to lay a- 
ſide your ſelfiſh and incroaching Temper in Matters of Trade, 
page 27. in which Treatiſe I find one particular that I can't well 
reconcile, and one other Hardſhip upon the Dutch, that I think I 
can reconcile : He tells us, page 29. That we are oblig'd to the 
Dutch by Istereſt and Gratitade, and that we muſt endeavour to 
bring them into a Defenſive League, Page 32. he proves by Sir 
William Temple's Letter, That before our Revolution, the Dutch 
were taking Reſolutions to become a Maritine Province to France, pou 
the beſt Terms they could make. We have ſpent a conſiderable 
Treaſure, and the braveſt Action that was ever done, we were 
told, by our King, was owing to our Engliſh Courage and Bra- 
very, at the Siege of Namure, in the ſight of the King of France's 
Army ; the Towns that were their Annoyance aredeliver'd up, 
and Holland richer than before the War, and our Friendſhip as 


tells 
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tells us, That the Spaniards hate the Dutch, upon the Account of 
Trade; the Seat of which was formerly at Antwerp, but is now 
removed to Amſterdam. It ſeems to me a'very proper time for 
England to reconcile this Hatred between Neighbours, by eſta- 
bliſhing the Engliſh Factory as well at Antwerp, as at Amſterdam 
as it was in former time, and then neither have any juſt Ground 
to complain. The Gentleman tells us of ſeveral Cirenmſtances 
that are like to happen, and thoſe Cirrumſtances may not hap- 
en; but our Trade to the Mediterranean will be cut off. Our 
— in former time, cut off that Trade themſelves, 
Anno Primo & Secundo Phil. & Mar. cap. 2. 50 


. Hoſoever ſhall wear Silks, in, or upon his Hat, Bonnet, Gir- 
VV  dle, Scabbard, Hoſe, Sbooes, or Spur-Leather, ſhall be Three 
Months Impriſoned, and forfeit Ten Pounds, except Mayors, Alder- 
men, &c. If any Perſon knowing his Servant to offend, do not put 
him forth of bis Service within Fourteen Days, or do retain him again, 
he ſhall forfeit Cue bundred Pounds. 


Dor. The French will doubtleſs obtain that Favour of the Spa- 

niards, to become Maſters of the Spaniſh Wooll. | 
Smith. I can't fee any Ground for that, the Wool] of Spain 
we compute to be Twenty Thouſand Bags a Year, one Hundred 
an half each Bag; Eight Thouſand or more of theſe you have 
had into Holland, about Five Thouſand we have brought into 
England, and the reſt have gone into France, Venice, and other 
Parts; the French to procure theſe Woolts have no Commodity, 
but their Linnens; and if the Engliſh Merchant have a better 
ſortment of Goods to ſerve. the Spaniurd, he ſeems to me to be 
the faireſt Chapman; there was never any ſuch inſtance in Trade, 
that one Kingdom ſhould be preferr'd in this kind before ano- 
ther; and the Spariards hereby would only hurt themſelves: We 
conſume very conſiderable of Spaniſh Cloth in England, and by 
our Laws no Cloth can be imported, and of this Spaniſh Wool! it 
is not above Ten: Thouſand Bags of their Zioneſs Woolls, that 
are finer then our beſt Engliſh; and to this Conjuncture Mr. Dor- 
vile I only Anſwer, that the Religion which we profeſs aſſures 
us, that the minuteſt Accidents are directed by Providence, much 
* more 
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more the Diſpoſal of Crowns and Kingdoms; and we our ſelves 
are under a ſignal Providence of the like kind, when Humane 
Reaſon was at a Loſs. The Grandees of Spain were doubtleſs 
in ſome extraordinary Concern for the welfare of their King- 
dom, in the Unhealthy State of their King, and uncertainty of 
their Succeſſion: And we may reaſonably Believe, that natural 
Affection very much inclin'd the King and Queen of Spain (in 
defect of their own Iſſue) to the Houſe of Auſtria; which ſeems 
to me to be confirm'd by the Emperors Refuſal to come into the 
Partition; and had that fide prevail'd, the Monarchy of Spain 
had been rended in Pieces, as was evident by the Treaty of Parti- 
tion; which 1 believe was a principal Motive to fix the Succeſ- 
ſion in the Houſe of Bourbon the Eldeſt Branch, and if theſe Mat- 
ters were ſo prudently managed by the Grandees of Spain to 
preſerve their Monarchy, and keep themſelves in Peace; I be- 
lieve the Counſel of France will never prevail to bubble them out 
of the leaſt Part of their Right; and it ſeems reaſonable to me, 
that the Duke of Avjon from the Inclination of his own Family 
ſhould be taken with his own Greatneſs, and become an intire 
Spaniard; and this is ſure, that nothing will give the French a 
like Opportunity of incorporating his Forces in the Spaniſh 
Territories, as the Preſſing of the Duke of Anjou at this jun- 
dure; Opportunity (the Proverb ſay ) makes a Theif, 
and upon the other Hand, I am afraid, that if we enter into 
a War upon Credit, that the Dutch will ſo far incorporate them 
ſelves into us, that we ſhall never de able to clear the Debt, 


without exciſing our ſelves into Slavery; by what I find in the 


— Juncture of our Affairs, many of our little Corporations 


have been much prevail'd upon by D Money. Mr. Aun tells 


us, page 202. That the Dutch follow the Ex ample of Philip of Ma- 


cedon, whoſe Maxim nas, That where Furce could not prevail, be.al- 


ways #3*d Bribes and Money, to corrupt thoſe who might - advance his 
Fortune: By which Policy he gave Foundation to a. Monarchy. 
And what know we, but that the Dutch may aim at ſome ſuch 
Sovereignty ? Theſe are his Words: Where Force. fails, Money; 
prevails. Thus Holds the Hollanders. | 


The Spaniards in former Time was putting up for univerſal: _ 


Monarch, and his Greatneſs evidently grew from the. Advanta- 
4 Is be 5 ; . ges 
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ges | that\he injoy'd in Eagland in the long end voluptu- 
- ous Reign of Henry the Eight, a conſiderable Part of our 
' Wooll was at that Time Manufactured i in Flanders; a Factory 
belonging to the Hans Towns of Flanders, and Germany was 
eſtabliſhed in England, that Traded upon equal Terms with the 
5 and indeed carried the whole Trade. The Portugneze 
| 2 way by Sea to the Eaſt-Indies, beat the Yenetians out 
of Trade, and found great vent for their Light Commodities in 
Eng land, which . Advantages join d together, drew the 
Riches to this Part of Chriſtendom, and the dread of thoſe 
Times was the Invincible Amado; Queen Elizabeth ſteam'd the 
Tide againſt that Storm, and by the ſtop of our Wooll quite 
unpeopled this great Monarch, which is never recover d to this 
Day. And the Walleons that then eame over, are become Ma- 
ters of our | Engliſh Tongue; and here Mr. Dor tile, I will 
give you a little Satisfaction to Sir Miliam Cochains Underta- 
king. Queen Elizabeth at this Time, in Favour to the Hollan- 
ders, gave a Liberty to the Merchant - Adventurers to Tranſport 
Thirty Thouſand Cloths a Year undreſt, contrary to an A of 
Parliament, that was made in the Reign of Henry the Seventh; 
Sir Walter Rawleigh in che beginning of the Reign of King 
James the Firſt, ſet forth this great Loſs to the Kingdom, and 
Sir - William Cocbain and ſomeèe others -undertook to carry on 
this great Trade with Cloth fully Manufactur'd, but miſcarried 
in their Deſign; and the Trade in Two Vears was committed 
again to the Aterchant- Adventurers, and the Hollander did at 
that Time put a ſtop to the Importation of all dyed Cloth; but 
at this Time our Wool! was Exported under a ſmall Duty: "The 
late Greatneſs of France as evidently grew from the Advanta- 
ges that he had out of Ergland in the Reign of King Charles 
the Second; upon the Reſtauration the Book of Rates was ſet- 
led in Favour of all French Commodities, and our Trade for 
Flanders - and © Holland thrown open, our beſt long Wooll was 
carried Cheaper into France under the ſtfelter of Felony, then 
-pnto- our neareſt Parts of ManvfaQure i in Englond; and with 
this a Trade was eſtabliſhed in taly and Tur h), which brovght 
home Raw Silks, which were 'ManyfaQured into Allamode, Lu- 
rings, &e. and each Servant Maid in England Was a 4 — 
223 evenue 
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Revenve to the King of France, in one Hood or two in a 
Year. His Claret and Brandy came in like a Flood; and the 
Money ariſing out of this, was inveſted into Colcbeſter-Bays , 
Says, and Serges, and then ſent to his Factory in Spain, 
to incourage and help forward the Sale of his Linnens. 
And in return he had Pieces of Eight, Spaniſh Wooll, 
Cochineal, &c. and hereby rais'd a conſiderable Merchan- 
dize to Spain Druggets made of our Wooll, were preterr'd 
in England before our own ;, Gauſes, Paper, Gloves, Hats, 
Buckrums, @c. all encouraged ; a vaſt Conſumption at 
Dowlas and Canvas, through the whole Kingdom, in a con- 
ſtant Trade, which drew vaſt Treafure into Fance; and no- 
thing leſs than Univerſal Monarch ſeem'd to be the Aim. 
King William, by his Courage and Conduct, has forc'd him 
to deliver up the Towns unjuſtly taken from the Spaniards, 
and Emperor, has diverted the Channel of his Commerce; 
we are now ſerv'd with Dowlaſſes, Lockrums, Canvas, Buck- 
rums, Paper, &. from Germany; with Wine from Portagat; 
our Alamodes are of our own making; and by the Stop of 
our Wooll, have brought over to the number of near One- 
Million of his labouring People, with his Merchants, and 
others depending upon their Fabricks ; who now work upon 
the ſame Wooll in Exglau, that they had in former times 
in France, and we ſerve Italy, Spain, &c. with the ſame 
Commodities: Theſe People, in reſpect of their Employ- 

will remain here, and become Enzliſh by degrees, as 
the Malloons did in former time.: And France, without the 
like ways and means, can never come to annoy his Neigh- 
bours, as in former time, which is now in our Power to pre- 
vent. The Value of our Engliſb Wooll is ſufficiently decla- 
red, by the various Shifts at preſent made uſe of to procure 
it, in Butter- Tubs, Cask of Wooll in the inſide, and Cope- 
ras in Cask on the outſide, packt up like Goth, in all When 


Diſꝑuiſes it hath been detected: And where the juſt Blame is to 
be laid, either in him that took the Opportunity, or in him 
that gave it, I ſhall not determine; but will fay this, that 1 
am more reconcirFd to the King of France, ſince I every. Day 


dehold his Effigies upon our Loi d Ors; finding in moſt of 
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our Payments above half of this Coyn, and this addition to 
onr Strength, and diminution of his, is great Satisfaction to 
me in this Conjuncture. I pray, Mr. Dorveil, what Coyn have 
you in Holland? I never ſee any of that, tho very many 
Dutch- men in England. 8 771 i 296100; y 
Dor. I pray, Mr. Smith, do Holland owe England any Mo- 
ney? If they do, I am ſure they are able to pay. I wiſh you 
do not repent too late, in your new contracted Friend- 


-ſhip: Are the French to be relied upon, after all thoſe villai- 


Fag. I Pray, Mr. Dorveil, forbear ſuch unhandſome Re- 
flections; 1 muſt needs tell you, that too great a Freedom is 
taken at this time, in ſuch ſcandalous Language : Do you 


think that your former Dealings in the Eaſt- Indies is quite 
forgot, when you paſt for Dutch- men, and no Chriſtians ? 


And are you not herein ungrateful, when the very Being of 


Holland, was owing to the Joint-Friendſhip of England and 


France-?. And I can tell you of a Debt that is owing to 
England of Six hundred thouſand Pounds, ever ſince the 
Year 1590.1 : 

Smith. I, muſt own your kindneſs, Mr. Ragouſe, in help- 
ing me out; I ſoon thought that I had ask d an indigeſted 
Queſtion, but do now remember the Debt, and that we had 
Cautionary Towns for the Payment of the Money. The 
Principal and Intereſt will be a fair Article upon our Cre- 
dit-ſide. And Mr. Miſſenden makes mention of a certain 


Toll that was formerly paid to England, for Fiſhing upon our 


Coaſts; but am ſorry that 1 have. given this occation be- 
tween: ſa: good Friends. And to return to our former Sub- 


ject, give me leave to recommend one Expedient to your 
Conſideration, Mr. Dor veil, that in my Opinion would re- 
concile all our Difficulties in Trade, which we now labour 
under, which was once propos'd at a Treaty of Nime- 
gen; the baniſhing all Cotton Linnens out of Europe; which 
would change a multitude of Hands from Woollen to Lin- 
nen. The Conſumption of theſe Cotton Linnens in Eng- 
land, obtain ſo far at this time in all ſorts of our Dreſſes, for 
Night as well as Day, through the Influence of thoſe that 
135 govern 
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80 vern our Faſhions, in which particular a joint- Stock will 
always ont - do private Traders; that 'a Man bleſt with Davgh- 
ters, hath as hard a Task to keep out of a Milliner's Book, as 


Faſhions now rule, create a- full Employment to a Seventh 


above two Days. The beſt Correſpondence between the 


Rich and Poor, is hereby deſtroy'd; our poor Widows 


Tears ſpring. now from their Nakedneſs, iaſtead of Grief 
for Dorcas, that made them Garments ; and be the Diſpoſi- 
tion of the Lady never ſo much inclin d to Charity, there 
is no Foundation for it to Work upon, Whilſt our young 


Ladies, by theſe extravagant Dreſſes, ate unwarily bubbled 


in their chief Deſign, and true Beauty is hereby ecclipſed, 
The Influence of the Sun through à Glaſs, never fires, but 
when drawn to a contracted Point. Had we no more 
Facobites than were made by this means, our State would 
be more ſecure. Had Rachel been ſubject to ſuch extra- 
high Dreſſes, her Journey had been troubleſome, 
when” ſhe came down to Water her Father's' Flocks ; and 
without peradventure, it was her Natural Beauty, in a 
more vontrated Dreſs, that gave thar_ laſting Wound : 
And no wonder, that our Matrimonial Fund prove ſo 
deficient, when, according to our extravagant Habits, all 
Thinking Men agree, that the drawing in of Money this 
way, is taking of it up at 20 per Cent. Double Wages is 
now given to the Handmaid ; yet all too little to keep 

ce with the Faſhions ; and the very Hair, which St. Paul 

ys, is her Glory, is now ſold, to buy a Muſlin' Commode, 
and more ſhamefully applied: And had Solomon lived in our 
Days, all his Wiſdom had fail'd him, in deſeribing the Har- 
lot dy her Attire. Since White Paper is ſo much in uſe in 
Eng land, it would be Fifty thouſand Pounds per Annum Ad- 
vantage to us in the change of theſe Linnens. 
Dor. I have often thought upon this Matter, Mr. Smith, 
and am entirely of your judgment, and it ſeems high time 
to be conſidered, if your Ladies Night-Dreſſes are made 


with this Commodity, our — will grow out of vſe; 


and 


Des had to paſs by the Syrens; and every Six Women, as 
in Waſfliing away our Soap: No Muſlin will wear genteel 


4 - 
=” 
* 
— — —— . — 1 
n wc. „ 2 — 8 


(32) 
and have likewiſe often thought upon Jacob's amin after 
Seven Veats Service. 

Smith. Von know, Mr. Darweil, how watchful Men are in 
Trade, to get an opportunity to put off a Commodity that 
is deficient i in amm to — it: Lea was tender- 
eyed. 

7 Dar; Suppoling, Mr. Smith, that this Hamburgh:Company 
of yours, according to your abundant Zeal, ſhould: be Re- 
eſtabliſh'd, as, Wher the Sky falls, we ſhalleatch. Larks c Will 
you admit none but Engliſh-men ? © 

Smith. Forbear Joking too far, Sir, leaſt inſtead of catch- 
ing of Larks, we ſhould ſtop you from catching of Herrings 
upon our Coaſts, which would ſoon make Fiddleſtrings cheap 
in Holland. And if I am not miſinformed, you were lately 
in ſome Conſternation at Leyden, through want of Engliſh 
Woll. But to give a Civil Anſwer to your Queſtion : be- 
lieve our Government will think fit to admit thoſe that are 
Naturalized ; which may bring over ſome of your rich Dutch- 
men ; but under the ſtricteſt Tye and Obligation againſt co- 
ouring other Mens Goods. The colouring of Foreigners 
Goods, is an injuſtice done to our Common Mother the Earth. 
No Landlord will ſuffer his Tenant to carry off the Soil made 
upon his Land, and lay it upon any other; hereby the rich- 
elt Soil would be ſoon impoveriſnd. 

Rap. I hope, Sir, you will take in a French Refugee, that 
was drove out of his Kingdom for his Religion. 

- Smith.. Pity, upon the Score of Religion, prevail much in 
England, Mr. Ragouſe, zbut France is not within our Charter: But 
tbink you had one Brother drove into Germany, and one 
into Holland, and I know your eldeſt Brother is in France ; a. 
good Platform of Commerce, as our Affairs ſtand : [ doubt 
you left your Religion behind. 1 perceive in our Coffee- 
Houſes, that you are of the Opinion of a certain Doctor, 
who being ask d by a pert Girl, Which will you have, Sir, Cof- 
fee, or Tea? anſwer'd, Te-i pſam. And a French Refugee- 
Taylor, that was ford out * France for his Religion, was 
lately forc d, by picking up a Lady, een home without his 
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Man. I hope, Mr. Smith, that you will diſpence your Fa- 
vours alike to all Strangers, in this advantageous Commerce 


of yours. bs 
Smith. We never admit any that will not eat Swines-fleſh, | 


there is as much good Fellowſhip in 1 together, as Tra- 
ding together; and there was always a Dif- —3 
ference made between Chriſtians and Jews, * 0 nummi vobis bunc 
until of late . We are now come to the preſtar honorem. 
Place where we firſt began our Diſcourſe ; 
and the Walk has been fo exceeding pleaſant and diverting to: 
me, through the Favour of your good Company, that it ſhall 
is for my Trip to the Jubilee. And I deſire no further Satiſ- 
ction in the Cuſtom and Uſage of Foreign Countries: If any 
thing has hHappen'd in our Diſcourſe that is not ſatisfactory, I 
hope we ſhall meet with the like Opportunity, in a ſhort time. 
In the mean while, with my moſt grateful Acknowledgments, 
Gentlemen, l am ——— | 


